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»HE  Alarm,   which  the  Report 


sr^SB!  of  an  intended  Extenfion  of  the 
^MiT  (|W  Laws  of  Excife,  over  Wines 
^^rL^^-Sj  anc*  Tobacco,  has  given  to  the 
lJ|S?Sp^|;  Trading  Part  of  this  Nation, 
O&M&^MM^  being  now  juftify'd  by  the  pub- 
lication of  a  Pamphlet,  intituled,  ConfideraiU 
ons  occafwn'd  by  the  Craftfman  upon  Excifes ;  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  thought  unfeafonable,  to 
Animadvert  upon  the  Reafons  given  in  that 
mod  Excellent  Performance  :  In  fupport  of 
the  intended  Alteration  in  the  Manner  of  col- 
lecting the  Duties  now  paid  on  the  Importation 
of  thofe  Species,  and  converting  them  into  an 
Excife  or  Inland  Duty. 
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I  readily  agree  with  the  Judicious  Author 
now  before  me,  That  a  Prime  Minifter  muft 
neceffarily  be  pefter'd  with  the  Productions,  of 
an  infinite  Number  of  Projectors,  who  have  an 
Eye  to  their  own  Good,  as  well  as  to  that  of 
the  Publick,  in  the  Schemes  which  they  lay- 
before  him  ;  and  that  Penetration  and  Sagacity 
are  Qualities  neceflary  to  him,  in  order  to 
judge  rightly  of  what  is  offer'd,  to  which  I 
will  venture  to  add  two  others ;  namely,  Ho- 
nefty  and  a  Sincere  Love  of  his  Country  •,  by 
which  he  will  at  all  Times  be  enabled  to  deter- 
mine, whether  the  Scheme  propos'd  is  really 
for  the  Advantage  of  the  Nation,  or  tends 
only  to  carrying  on  certain  Views  of  a  quite 
different  Nature. 

Were  we,  as  this  Author  hints,  to  look  back 
into  the  Conduct  of  our  Minifters,  not  only 
for  the  lad  Century,  but  for  many  Ages  paft, 
I  believe  we  mould  fcarce  find  one  who  has 
profecuted  a  numerous  Set  [of  Schemes,  with 
more  Intrepidity,  than  the  Gentleman  to  whofe 
Penetration  and  Sagacity  we  are  obliged  for 
the  Project  at  prefent  under  my  Confideration  ; 
a  Project,  which  to  fpeak  of  it  with  Juflice 
and  Moderation,  moft  certainly  will  deprive 
every  Engli/bman  of  his  Liberty,  and  render  his 
Property  precarious,  that  has  the  Misfortune 
from  his  particular  Branch  of  Trade  to  be  ex- 
pos'd  to  its  pernicious  and  baleful  Influence. 

A  General  Excife  has  doubtlefs,  as  my  Au- 
thor obfcrves,  a  terrible  Sound ;  but  when  I 
hear  him  ask,  What  Relation  or  Tendency, 
adding  two  or   three  Foreign  Commodities  to 
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thofe  already  under  the  Excife,  has  towards  a 
General  Excife  ?  I  think  I  may  very  fairly  an- 
fwer  a  very  manifeft  One,  without  undertaking 
to  prove  that  Two,  are  Two  Thoufand  ;  for 
leaving  the  Proof  of  Inconfiftencies,  to  thofe 
who  have  already  reconciled  fo  many  ;  I  will 
venture  to  affirm,  That  every  fingle  Species 
of  Goods,  which  is  laid  under  an  Excife,  is  a 
Step  towards  a  General  Excife,  and  as  certain- 
ly fuch,  as  going  up  a  few  Stairs  at  a  Time  has 
a  tendency  towards  the  Garret  ;  and  this  is  fo 
natural  a  Confequence,  that  till  we  are  from 
indifputable  Authority  told,  how  far  they  pro- 
pofe  to  extend  the  Excife  Laws,  and  where 
they  defign  to  flop,  no  Man,  endued  with 
Reafon,  can  help  owning,  that  the  Project  now 
on  Fool  has  a  direct  and  certain  Tendency  to- 
wards a  General,  nay,  an  Univerfal,   Excife. 

As  I  mould  be  very  unwilling  to  rob  the 
Conftderer's  Patron  of  the  fmaliefl  Share  he 
may  have  had  in  pafiing  any  Law  whereby  the 
Trade  of  the  Nation  may  have  been  benefitted, 
I  am  ready  to  allow,  that  the  Regulations  in 
Trade,  made  by  the  Act  of  the  8  th  of  his 
late  Majefty,  have  been  attended  with  many 
of  the  good  Confequences  he  enumerates  ; 
Nay,  let  us,  for  Argument's  fake,  allow  ('what 
is  far  from  being  true  in  FactJ  that  the  Nation 
is  indebted  to  Him,  and  Him  only,  for  the 
Advantages  it  receiv'd  from  that  Act :  Yet  it 
cannot  fure  be  argued  from  thence,  that  he 
having  in  this  Inftance  confulted  the  Good  of 
the  Nation,  we  are  therefore  with  an  impli- 
cite   Faith,  and   blind  Obedience,    to   receive. 
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every  future  Alteration  he  may  think  fjt  to 
make,  as  an  Advantage  to  the  Nation,  with- 
out any  further  Confideration,  but  that  of  it's 
coming  from  him  :  No  iurely,  we  are  con- 
vine'd  that  fome  Steps  he  has  of  late  taken,  are 
of  a  very  different  kind  •,  and  if  on  his  coming 
into  Power,  he  was  willing  to  ingratiate  him- 
felf  to  the  Nation,  by  agreeing  to  thefe  necef- 
fary  Regulations  in  favour  of  Trade :  Which, 
as  my  Author  obferves,  have  been  fo  benefici- 
al, he  will  not,  I  hope,  take  ic  amifs,  if  we 
from  thence  take  Occafion  to  obferve  how 
much  his  Conduct  is  alter'd  by  his  long  Con- 
tinuance in  Power,  and  that  the  Scheme  he  is 
now  laid  to  have  at  Heart,  is  the  greatell  Op- 
prefllon  upon  Trade  that  can  be  conceived  ; 
and  if  it  mould  take  Effect,  and  become 
General,  as  it  muft  infallibly  do  in  a  few 
Years,  if  every  Year  a  few  more  Species  are 
put  under  the  Laws  of  Excife  •,  in  that  Cafe, 
I  fay,  Trade  will  not  only  be  Deprefs'd  but 
Ruin'd  ;  and  our  glorious  Conftitution,  which 
is  the  Envy  of  our  Neighbours,  and  which  our 
Anceftors  have  fo  bravely  Defended  with  their 
Blood  and  Treafure,  will  be  totally  deftroy'd  ; 
and  the  Properties  of  Englijhmett,  as  well  as 
their  Liberties,  be  put  into  the  Elands  of 
mercilefs  Excifemen,  back'd  and  fupported  by 
a  Standing  Army. 

The  Confiderer  begins,  by  laying  it  down 
as  a  Rule  ;  That  what  ought  to  deter- 
mine ber.ween  Excife  and  Cuftoms  mould 
be, 
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Firft,  the  Eafe  of  the  Dealer. 

Secondly,  The  effectual  Security  of  the  Du< 
ties  againsl  Frauds. 


I  am  much  obliged  to  him  for  putting  the 
Eafe  of  the  Dealer,  as  the  firft  Thing  to  be 
confider'd  ;  but  yet  I  could  Object  againft  this 
Pofuion  ;  That  there  is  yet  fomething  further 
to  be  look'd  to  in  this  Cafe,  be  fides  the  Eafe 
of  Dealers,  and  the  Security  of  the  Duties  ; 
I  mean  the  Liberty  of  the  Nation  j  for  al- 
though the  Eafe  of  the  Dealer,  and  the  Secu- 
rity of  the  Duties,  mould  be  ever  fo  well 
provided  for,  by  a  Method  which  might  render 
the  Liberty  of  the  Subject  precarious,  I  fhou'd 
think  that  alone,  an  Objection  more  thanfuffi- 
cient,  to  engage  all  honeft  Men,  and  true  Eng- 
lijhmen,  to  join  with  Heart  and  Voice  to  oppofe 
it,  and  prevent  its  being  EftablifrYd  :  But  I 
fhall  in  the  firft  Place  view  the  Intended  Ex- 
cifes  in  the  two  Lights  into  which  the  Confiderer 
has  thrown  it.  Firft,  as  an  Eafe  to  the  Dealer; 
and  next  as  a  Security  to  the  Revenue, 

As  to  the  Eafe  of  the  Dealer,  my  Author's 
only  Pretence  is,  that  the  Importer  of  To- 
bacco is  obliged,  on  Importation,  to  pay  down, 
or  Bond,  the  Duties  of  it,  which  being  very 
considerable,  and  he  being  obliged  to  truft 
the  Retailer  both  with  thefe  high  Duties,  and 
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the  firfl  Coft  of  the  Tobacco,  he  is  thereby 
expofed  to  very  great  LofTes,  even  to  the  utter 
Ruin  of  him  and  his  Family,  which,  fays  the 
Confiderer,  cannot  happen  to  him  under  the 
intended  Regulation  of  Excife  ;  becaufe,  as 
the  Retailer  will  then  be  to  pay  the  Duty, 
xvhich  amounts  to  live  feventh  Parts  of  the 
whole  Credit,  the  Importer  will  run  the  Rifque 
of  the  Retailer's  failing  for  no  more  than 
two  feventh  Parts  of  what  he  is  now  obliged  to 
truft  him  with  :  The  fame  Eafe  he  alfo  infers 
will  arife  to  the  Importers  of  Wine,  in  the 
Proportion  which  the  Duties  on  Wines  bear, 
to  the  whole  Credit  they  now  give  the  Vint- 
ners, who  buy  the  Wines  Exonerated  of  the 
Duties. 

This  would  really  be  a  great  Eafe  to  the 
Importer,  had  this  profound  Conftderer  told  us 
from  whence  this  Affluence  of  ready  Money 
was  to  come  to  the  Retailers  of  Tobacco  and 
Wines,  which  is  to  enable  them  all  of  a  fud- 
den  to  pay  in  ready  Money  five  feventh  Parts 
down  for  all  the  Tobacco,  and  about  one  half 
for  all  the  Wines  they  buy.  I  own  I  could 
not  have  imagined  the  Excife  was  calculated  to 
bring  fo  much  ready  Money  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Retailers  of  Tobacco  and  Wine,  and 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  this  is  a  Chimaera 
of  his  own  Brain,  without  any  thing  folid  in 
it,  for  as  the  Tobacconifts,  as  well  the  Vint- 
ners, have  been  ufed  to  buy  the  Goods  they 
refpeclively  deal  in,  with  the  Duties  paid,  and 
not  only  lb,  but  to  have  a  long  Credit  allow'd 
them  by  the  Importers,    which  Credit  is  ab- 

folutely 


C  7  ] 

folutely  necefiary  for  them  in  order  to  carry' 
on  the  Retail  Trade  ;  it  cannot  be  thought  the 
Excife  can  in  any  manner  alter  this  matter, 
but  leaves  it  juft  as  it  finds  it.  And  till  the 
Confiderer  is  pleas'd  to  account  for  this  plenty 
of  Cafh,  which  is  to  enable  the  Retailer  to  do 
thefe  extraordinary  Things,  he  mull  give  me 
leave  to  allure  him,  that  no  Eafe,  in  refpecl  to 
the  paying  the  Duty,  can  accrue  to  the  Im- 
porter of  Wine  or  Tobacco,  from  an  Ex- 
cife, and  that  he  muft  continue  to  clear  the 
Duty  and  Truft  the  Retailer  with  it  as  before, 
if  he  means  to  fell  his  Goods. 

So  far  I  have  confider'd  Wine  and  Tobacco 
as  they  go  hand  in  hand  ;  but  Wine  is  a  Com- 
modity of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  Importers  of 
it  will  be  under  an  indifpenfible  Neceflity  of 
paying  the  Excife  at  the  Time  of  Landing.- 
'Tis  well  known,  that  if  Importers  of  Wine 
were  under  the  Neceflity  of  felling  their" 
Wines  for  fuch  a  Price  as  the  Market  would 
afford  on  the  Keys,  they  muft  frequently  pare 
with  rhem  for  lefs  than  the  firft  Coft,  for  which 
Reafon  all  Importers,  of  any  Subftance,  when 
the  Market  on  the  Keys  is  deprefs'd,  chufe  to 
fend  their  Wines  to  their  Vaults  to  wait  till  the 
Market  is  more  favourable  -,  when  their  Wines 
are  in  thofe  Vaults,  a  conftant  Care  and  At- 
tendance is  necefiary,  and  many  Finings  down 
and  Rackings  off  muft  be  perform'd  to  put 
them  into  the  bell  Condition  for  Sale  •,  I  there- 
fore fay,  that  when  the  Importer  lands  Wines, 
if  the  Vintners  buy  them,  he  muft  clear  the 
Excife  for  them  as  before  laid  ;  and  if  he  fends. 
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them  up  to  his  Vaults,  he  muft  neceflarily  pay 
the  Excife,  (for  I  prefume  'tis  not  intended  to 
allow  him  to  Rack  and  Force  them  before 
that  is  done)  and  enter  his  Vaults  at  the  Office, 
after  which  he  cannot  manage  them  in  the  man- 
ner the  Prefervation  of  them  requires,  without 
the  Knowledge  and  Confent  of  the  Excife  Offi- 
cers, which  will  doubtlefs  create  to  him  an  end- 
Jefs  Trouble,  and  yet  he  muft  undergo  this, 
or  lofe  his  Wines,  which  would  be  abfolutely 
ipoiled,  fhould  they  be  left  in  the  Condition 
they  are  landed  in. 

By  this  it  appears,  that  the  Importer  is  fo 
far  from  being  likely  to  be  eafed  by  an  Ex- 
cife, that  on  the  contrary,  he  muft  be  attend- 
ed with  great  and  intolerable  Vexations  and 
Troubles  from  it. 

Let  us  next  confider  the  Retail  Dealer,  for 
I  take  him  to  be  included  in  the  Eafe  which 
the  Cotifiderer  advances  to  the  Dealer,  and,  by 
the  by,  I  muft  obferve,  that  whoever  clears 
Wines  at  the  Excife- Office,  and  is  oblig'd  to 
keep  an  Account  of  Stock  with  that  Office, 
will  be  confider'd  as  a  Retailer  by  them,  let 
him  be  never  fo  confiderable  an  Importer, 
and  muft  fubmit  to  the  fame  Laws  and  Dif- 
cipline,  which  the  meaneft  hedge  Tavern  is 
fubject  to.  But  I  will  proceed  to  confider 
the  Eafe  which  the  Dealer  will  find  in  this 
new  Scheme. 

Will  it  be  an  Eafe  to  the  Dealer  in  Wine 
and  Tobacco,  to  have  his  Houfe  fubjected  to 
the  Arbitrary  Vifitations,    and  Infpections   of 
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little  infigniflcant  Excife-Officers,  as  often  as 
they  fhallpleafe,  to  do  it  by  Night  as  weJl  as 
by  Day  :  Fellows,  who  under  Colour  and 
Pretence  of  Executing  their  Office,  may,  as 
undue  Hours,  difturb  the  Families  of  many 
Eminent  and  Subftantial  Citizens,  in  which 
they  are  not  worthy  to  wear  a  Livery,  and  yet 
the  Infolence  they  may  be  on  this  Occafion 
guilty  of,  muft  not,  under  fevere  Penalties, 
be  chaftifed,  as  it  fhou'd  be,  either  with  Cane  or 
Horfe-Whip? 

Will  it  be  an  Eafe  to  the  Dealer,  to  be 
debarred  from  the  free  difpolal  of  his  Goods, 
even  after  he  Has  paid  all  the  Duties  of  them  ; 
and  not  to  be  able  to  do  what  he  thinks  pro- 
per, in  order  to  better  their  Condition,  and 
improve  their  Quality,  without  Permits  from 
thefe  Officers  ;  to  be  obliged  to  keep  an  exact- 
Account  with  them  of  all  he  buys,  and  to 
whom  he  fells,  expofing  thereby  the  Myftery, 
Circumftance,  and  Courfe  of  his  Trade,  not 
only  to  the  Officers,  but  alio  to  fuch  Perfons 
as  they  may  think  fit  to  impart  them  to? 
from  whence  many  and  great  Evils  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  arife. 

Will  it  be  any  Eafe  to  the  Dealers  in  Wine 
and  Tobacco,  to  be  expos'd  to,  and  harraiTed 
by,  the  many  and  great  Inconveniencies  and  In- 
terruptions, which  muft  attend  their  Trade, 
through  the  Delays,  Negligencies  and  Mi- 
stakes of  the  Excife-Officers  in  making  out 
Permits,  through  frequent  Seizures,  which 
may,  and  I  fear  will,  happen  in  all  Parts  of 
Great-Britain,    by  the   Carriers  not  delivering 
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Goods    within    the    Time    mentioned    in    fcfrt 
Permits  ? 

Will  it  be  an  Eafe  to  the  Dealer,  after  thefe 
Seizures  have  happen'd,  to  be  obiig'd  to  fpend 
a  large  Share  of  his  mod  valuable  Time,  in 
Applications  to  the  CommifTioners  of  the  Ex- 
cife,  in  order  to  retrieve  his  Goods  out  of  the 
Hands  of  thefe  Harpies,  rectify  their  Blun- 
ders, and  let  afide  their  Vexatious  and  unjuit 
Seizures  ?  And  in  Cafe  the  CommifTioners 
fhould,  from  their  abfolute  Power,  and  in  fa-^ 
vour  to  their  Officer,  think  fit  to  deter- 
mine the  Affair  againft  the  Dealer,  howfoever 
unjuftly. 

What  Eafe  will  the  oppTeffed  Dealer  find 
in  Appealing  from  the  CommifTioners  of  Excife 
to  the  CommifTioners  of  Appeal,  who  are  no- 
thing but  a  Limb  of  the  fame  Body,  moving 
by  the  fame  Influence,  and  eftablihYd  on 
the  fame  Foundation,  Viz.  the  Will  of  the 
M r. 

Thefe,  and  many  more  fuch  like  Eafes, 
too  long  here  to  ennumerate,  are  what  the 
Dealers  in  Tobacco  and  Wines  are  to  expedl 
from  the  Scheme  I  am  now  confidering  j  if 
thefe  are  the  defirable  Ends  propos'd  by  the 
Confiderer^  I  am  well  allured  that  however 
pleafing  the  Profpectmay  be  to  him,  it  can  ne- 
ver be  fo  to  thofe,  who  have  not  fo  far  loft  the 
Sentiments  of  Humanity,  as  to  think  themfelves 
unconcern'd  at  the  Diftrefifes  of  other  Men  ; 
and  to  conclude  this  Head;  may  fuch  Eafes 
as  thefe  attend,    in   every   Inftance    of  their 
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Lives  the  Projectors,  Approvers  and  Abet- 
tors of  this  molt  Arbitrary  and  Fatal  Scheme. 

Having  now  confider'd  the  Excife  Laws, 
with  refpcdt  to  the  Eafe  of  the  Dealer,  I  come 
next  to  confider  them  in  the  other  Light  in 
which  the  Confiderer  places  them ;  namely,  as 
a  Security  to  the  collecting  the  Duties,  and 
preventing  all  the  Frauds  which  the  prefent 
Method  of  Cuftoms  on  Importation  is  obnoxi- 
ous to,  and  if  it  fhall  appear  that  Excifes  are 
not  fure  to  have  this  defireable  Effect,  I  hope 
fo  dangerous  an  Experiment  will  be  rejected 
with  the  greateft  Abhorrence  of  all  true  Eng- 
lijhmen. 

In  order  to  make  a  new  Regulation  feem 
neceflary,  my  Author  charges  the  Tobacco 
and  Wine  Trades  with  great  Frauds,  which 
tend  to  the  enriching  the  fraudulent  Dealer, 
at  the  Expence  of  the  fair  Trader,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Revenue.  It  happens  a  little  un- 
luckily for  him,  that  Wines  and  Tobacco  be- 
ing bulky  Goods,  he  cannot  pretend  they  are 
run,  in  any  quantities  :  Befides,  fhould  he  do 
that,  he  would  be  eafily  difproved,  by  the 
fmall  amount  of  Seizures  on  thofe  Articles 
for  feven  Years  paft  ;  he  therefore  makes  a 
round  AfTertion  ferve  his  purpofe  as  well,  and 
affirms,  that  great  Frauds  are  committed  in 
the  Tobacco  Trade,  under  the  prefent  Cuftoms, 
without  faying  what  Frauds  thofe  are;  which, 
by  his  leave,  is  faying  nothing  :  He  adds,  that 
the  Frauds  and  Difcounts  upon  the  pretence 
of  Wafte  and  otherwife,  have  appear'd  upon 
a  fair  Calculation,  almoft  to  anfwer  the  Horns 
C  2  Confump- 
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Confumption  ;  I  would  as  I  go  along,  ask 
this  Writer  what  he  means  by  ranking  Dif- 
counts,  which  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legiilacure 
has  thought  proper  to  allow  the  Merchant, 
with  Frauds  ;  would  he  in  his  great  Regard 
and  Tendernefs  for  the  fair  1  rader  infinu- 
ate,  that  thefe  Difcounts  are  Frauds,  and,  as 
fuch,  ought  to  be  fuppreffed  ?  But  to  go  on, 
the  next  thing  he  advances  is,  that  the  Temp- 
tations to  Frauds  in  Drawbacks  on  this  Com- 
modity are  fo  great,  that  hitherto  it  has  been 
impoffible  to  prevent  them. 

in  anlwer  to  this  general  charge  of  Frauds, 
without  any  Inftance  brought  in  fupport  of  it, 
I  can  only  fay,  that  a  Fraud  muff,  be  difco- 
vered  before  it  can  be  pronounced  to  be  one, 
and  it  would  have  been  fairer  had  the  Con- 
fiderer  pointed  out  thofe  Frauds  he  complains 
of,  which,  as  he  has  not  done,  I  mall  infer  he 
knows  of  none;  but  if  he  does,  as  foon  as  he 
will  tell  us  in  what  manner  thefe  Frauds  are 
committed,  I  will  undertake  to  point  out  a 
Remedy  for  them,  without  having  recourfe  to 
an  Excife,  fince  'tis  very  certain,  that  an  Evil, 
the  Caufe  of  which  is  known,  is  half  cured  : 
I  now  pafs  on  to  Difcounts  and  Drawbacks, 
which  this  Advocate  for  the  fair  Trader,  ranks 
with  Frauds,  and  labours  to  fupprefs  in  the 
new  intended  Regulation  of  Excife. 

Trade  is  of  fo  very  tender  a  Nature,  that 
the  Legiflature,  in  a  trading  Nation,  cannot 
be  too  watchful  for  its  Wei  fire  :  I  can  com- 
pare it  to  nothing  more  aptly,  than  a  Nurfe 
who  has  the  care  of  a   great  many  Children  ; 

fuch 
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fuch  of  them  as  are  puny,  muft  be  nourifhed 
with  the  greateft  tendernefs,  and  kept  up  by 
Cordials  and  other  reftoring  Remedies,  pro- 
perly applied  with  Care  and  Judgment  ;  whilft 
thofe  of  a  more  robuft  Conftitution  will  do 
very  well  with  lefs  nurfing  and  cherifhing. 
The  Tobacco  Trade  has,  from  its  Infancy, 
been  of  a  weakly  Habit,  fubjecl:  to  many  11- 
neflfes,  which  would  long  fince  have  carried  it 
off,  had  not  the  Wifdom  of  our  Anceftors 
nurfs'd  it  and  preferv'd  it  with  the  utmoft 
regard  and  tendernefs,  by  applying  Cordials 
and  other  Reftoratives,  at  proper  Times,  and 
as  occafion  required  •,  thefe  are  the  Difc<  tits 
and  Allowances  which  this  worthy  Author 
treats  as  Frauds,  and  points  out,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner,  the  Suppreflion  of-,  this  is  the  Ad- 
vocate of  Trade,  who  expreffes  fuch  a  tender 
Regard  to  the  fair  Trader. 

He  fays  next,  That  Drawbacks  on  Tobacco 
are  great  Temptations  to  Frauds ;  and  what 
then  ?  will  they  not  have  the  fame  Tempta- 
tions under  the  Excife,  they  now  have  under 
Cuftoms?  or  would  this  judicious  Reformer  of 
Abufes,  quite  fupprefs  thofe  Drawbacks,  and 
by  difallowing  them  for  the  future,  at  once 
give  up  a  very  confiderable,  as  well  as  bene- 
ficial, Branch  of  Trade  ?  I  mean  the  Exporta- 
tion of  Cut-Tobacco;  this  muft  be  the  Con- 
fequence  of  not  allowing  Drawbacks  on  Ex- 
portation, unlefs  Dealers  fhould  be  permitted 
to  cut  their  Tobacco  before  the  Excife  is  paid, 
in  which  Cafe,  fuch  Opportunities  would  be 
given  to  unfair  Dealers  of  cheating  the  Re- 
venue 
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venue,    that    they    never    yet    had,    and  for 
which   fuch    Dealers    will    doubtlefs   be   very 
thankful. 

I  come  now  to  confider  the  Adukeration  of 
Wines,  which  the  Confider er  proves  to  be  a 
very  great  Evil,  by  a  facetious  Quotation  of 
Monfieur  Boileatf,  and  the  preventing  this,  is 
indeed  the  only  Benefit  he  pretends  will  arife 
to  that  Trade  from  the  Excife.  If  there  really 
be  fuch  a  fubterraneous  Preparation  as  he  men- 
tions, which  palfes  for  Wine,  not  having  in 
it  one  drop  of  the  Juice  of  the  Grape,  1  can't 
fee  how  fuch  a  Compofition  can  be  affected  by 
any  Excife  on  Wine  ;  for  as  by  his  own  Ac- 
count of  this  Mixture,  there  is  not  one  drop  of 
Wine  in  it,  no  Excife  on  Wir>e  can  hinder  the 
making  it,  neither  do  I  comprehend  how  the 
Excife  can  prevent  its  being  put  off  under  the 
Denomination  of  Wine,  unlefs  an  Excifeman 
was  to  be  conftantly  polled  at  the  Tap  of  each 
Inn,  Hedge-Tavern,  and  Bawdy-houfe,  where 
co  rupted  and  mixt  Wines  are  mofl  generally 
vended,  in  order  to  prevent  dafhing  this  fluff 
into  every  Quart  of  Wine  that  is  drawn,  but 
this  would  require  even  a  greater  encreafe 
of  Officers  than  the  Confiderer  or  his  Patron 
de  fires. 

I  am  ready  to  believe,  that  many  things 
are  put  into  Wines,  which  are  not  Wines,  to 
the  great  Abufe  of  the  Revenue,  and  the 
Lofs  of  the  fair  Dealer  •,  I  fhou'd  be  glad  this 
Evil  were  remedied  •,  but  I  deny  that  an  Ex- 
cife will  remedy  it  ;  Exciles  have  not  in  any 
Inftance  been  known  to  remedy  Abufes  of  this 

kind 
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kind,  greater  quantities  of  MolafTes  are  ufed 
in  Brewing  now  than  ever,  notwithftanding 
the  Infpection  of  the  Excife  j* Brandies  never 
were  more  adulterated  than  now  •,  how  then 
can  we  expect  this  Benefit  on  Wines  from  Ex- 
cifes,  which  have  failed  in  other  Points  ;  would 
it  be  prudent  to  try  a  Remedy  in  this  Cafe, 
which  were  it  to  fucceed,  would  be  a  much 
worfe  Evil  than  [hat  it  wou'd  cure.  For  my 
own  Part,  as  much  as  I  love  a  Glafs  of  good 
Wine,  I  mould  think  it  dearly  purchas'd  ac 
the  Price  of  my.  Liberty,  which  Excifes  muft 
at  laft  deftroy. 

There  are  Laws  now  in  being  which  inflict 
fevere  Penalties  on  the  Venders  of  Adultera- 
ted Wines  ;  if  thofe  Laws  are  neglected, 
my  Advice  would  be  to  put  them  in  force, 
if  they  are  too  weak  and  inefficient  to  reftrain 
this  villanous  Practice,  let  them  be  ftrengthen'd 
with  more  Claufes  and  greater  Penalties  ;  if 
Pecuniary  Punifhments  are  inefficient  to  Re- 
medy this  Evil,  inflict  Corporal  ones.  I  am 
perfwaded  that  no  one  Wine  Trader  in  England 
would  once  open  his  Lips  againft  the  feverefb 
Law  that  could  be  devifed  on  this  Account, 
but  join  in  it  outwardly  at  leaft.  For  what- 
ever the  private  Practices  of  fome  of  them  may- 
be, I  don't  know  one  of  them  that  has  Front 
enough  to  (land  up  and  plead  openly  for 
Corruption,  whatever  Authorities  for  it  ano- 
ther Set  of  Men  may  have  furnifhed  Him 
with. 

That  Excifes  are  not  fure  of  preventing 
Running  of  Goods,  may  be  obferv'd  in  Bran-* 

diesj 
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dies,  which  are  fold  in  mod  Parts  of  England 
for  half,  or  two  thirds  of  the  Amount  of  the 
Excife,  and  if  the  Increafe  of  the  Duties  on 
Brandies  fhou'd  be  urged  as  an  Inftance  of  th 
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Benefit  of  Excife  Laws,  I  anlwer,  that  In- 
creafe is  not  at  all  owing  to  that,  but  to  the 
Liberty  of  late  Years  given  of  importing  French 
Brandies  from  Dunkirk^  under  the  Denomina- 
tion of  Flemljh  Brandies,  and  at  half  a  Crown 
per  Gallon  lefs  Excife  than  by  Law  is  laid  on 
French  Brandies  ;  fo  that  the  Increafe  on  the 
Duties  of  Brandies,  only  proves  that  lowering 
of  Duties  will  very  often  increafe  the  Revenue, 
and  this  is  a  Hint,  which  I  hope  the  Confiderer 
will  improve  on  other  Occafions,  if  he  really 
has  the  Profperity  of  Trade,  and  the  Increafe 
of  the  Revenue  as  much  at  Heart  as  he  pre- 
tends. 

The  Confiderer  tells  us,  That  Coffee,  Tea, 
and  Chocolate,  have  produc'd  a  great  deal 
more  under  the  Excife  than  they  did  before, 
and  from  thence  takes  Occafion  to  recommend 
Excife  •,  but  I  muft  beg  leave  to  diftinguifh  in 
this  Cafe,  for  Coffee  and  Chocolate  being  a 
kind  of  Manufacture,  the  Excife  can  with  eafe 
lay  their  Hands  upon  them  ;  and  as  Chocolate 
is  not  current  without  the  Stamp,  and  Coffee 
cannot  be  roafted  privately  •,  thefe  two  Com- 
modities may  be  reckon'd  amongft  the  Manu- 
factures of  this  Kingdom  which  are  Excifed  ; 
and  as  the  Confiderer' s  Argument  is  not  for  the 
prefent  directed  towards  Excifing  any  more 
of  our  Manufactures,  I  muft  defire  he  will 
exclude  Coffee  and  Chocolate  from  the  pre- 
fent 
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fent  Inquiry,  and  fpeak  of  Tea  only  •,  which 
being  an  imported  Commodity,  to  be  con- 
fumed  in  the  quality  it  is  imported  in,  and 
not  reducible  to  the  Regulations  oblerved  with 
regard  to  Chocolate  and  Coffee  ;  to  make  any 
thing  of  the  Arguments  he  draws  from  this  in- 
creafe  of  the  Duty  of  it  under  Excife,  he  mud 
prove  that  Tea  renders  now  more  than  it  for- 
merly did,  and  that  the  Excife  Laws  have 
been  effectual  to  fecure  the  Duty  on  it  from 
Frauds. 

But  as  he  himfelf  gives  up  the  latter  part  of 
this  Queftion,  by  owning  what  is  but  too 
notorious,  that  notwithftanding  the  Excife, 
great  quantities  of  Tea  are  run,  or  as  he 
more  elegantly  expreiTes  it,  clandeftinely  con- 
vey'd  to  the  hands  of  the  Confumer  •,  I  fhall 
only  with  brevity  confider  whether  the  Ad- 
vantages accruing  by  the  Excife  on  Tea,  are 
fo  confiderable  as  he  pretends,  and  whether 
they   are  certainly  owing  to  this  Caufe. 

Tea,  was  a  growing  Duty  at  the  time  it 
was  brought  under  the  Excife,  and  hid  for 
fome  Years  then  pad,  gone  gradually  increafing, 
what  wonder  was  it  then,  and  what  merit  can 
the  Excife  claim  from  it,  if  during  the  three 
firft  Years  of  Excife  that  Branch  continued  to 
increafe,  fince  this  was  no  more  than  what  it 
had  done  before  the  Excife  was  put  on  it,  and 
would  in  all  likelihood  have  done  had  it  not 
taken  Place.  It  has  now  for  fome  Years  pad 
gone  declining,  and  if  I  am  well  informed, 
does  not  at  prefent  produce  fo  much  as  it  did 
before  the  Excife  was  laid  on  it ;    and  the   Au- 
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vocates  for  Excites,  as  they  conduce  to  pre- 
venting Frauds,  and  fecuring  the  King's  Du- 
ties, mud  have  the  Mortification  to  own,  that 
notwithftanding  the  Confumption  of  Tea  is  fo 
remarkably  increafed  in  Great  Britain^  the  pro- 
duce of  that  Commodity  flags  and  dwindles  ; 
infomuch,  that  the  Conjlderer's  100,000/.  In- 
creafe,  will,  I  believe,  make  a  very  meagre 
Appearance  when  that  Account  is  called  for 
u\  Parliament. 

Since  from  what  has  been  faid,  it  don't  ap- 
pear that  the  great  Ends  the  Confiderer  ex- 
pects from  Excifes  are  to  be  depended  on,  and 
that  neither  Eafe  to  the  Dealer,  nor  Security 
to  the  Revenue,  are  the  certain  or  natural 
Confequences  of  an  Excife,  fome  other  Caufe 
muft  be  affign'd  for  the  ftrong  Inclination 
the  Gentleman  in  Power  has,  on  feveral  Occa- 
fions  made  appear,  towards  the  Extenfion  of 
thofe  Laws,  and  there  will,  I  believe,  be  no 
great  difficulty  to  guefs  at  the  Motives  he  may 
have  for  this  Alteration  in  the  Collection  of 
the  Duties  on  Wines  and  Tobacco.  I  fhall 
only  hint  at  a  few,  which  feem  to  me  the  mod 
probable,  and  if  it  fhall  appear  that  by  them, 
our  Liberties,  and  all  that  ought  to  be  dear  to 
us  as  Efiglijbmen,  may  be  In  Times  to  come  in- 
vlangered,  nay,  muft  inevitably  be  loft;  if 
ever  an  Excife  becomes  General  ;  I  don't 
cJoubt  but  all  thofe,  who  have  yet  any  remains 
of  natural  Affection  for  their  Country,  will 
(land  up,  and  by  a  moft  ftrenuous  Oppofiti- 
pn^  endeavour  to  defeat  any  further  Progrefs 
pf  thefe  Arbitrary  and  Oppreflive  Laws :  For 

however 
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however  the  Conftitution  of  England  may  bg 
impair'd  by  the  Progrcfs  they  have  already 
made,  it  is  not  yet  in  fo  defperate  a  way,  as 
not  to  be  worth  our  Pains  to  fave  it,  and  al- 
though we  mould  not  be  able  to  heal  the 
Wounds  it  has  already  receiv'd,  we  may,  I 
hope,  prevent  the  fpreading  of  them  any 
further. 

The  Love  of  Power  is  natural  to  all  Orders 
and    Degrees   of  Men,     we  will  not  therefore 

wonder  if  a  M r  who  has  fo  many  Points 

in  View,  and  fo  many  Friends  to  provide  for, 
is  defirous  not  only  to  have  his  Plands  ftrength- 
ned  but  uncondrain'd,  and  thirds  for  Liberty 
to  act  in  that  manner  which  is  mod  fuitable 
to  his  Schemes  and  Inclinations.  Were  the 
People  of  England  fecure   of  always  having  at 

the   Head  of  Affairs,    a    M r,     who   like 

our  prefent  one,  would  be  watchful  for  the 
Good  of  the  Nation  ;  and  cake  all  Opportu- 
nities of  Confulting  The  Eafe  cf  the  Dealer  at. 
the  fame  time  he  prevents  Frauds  in  Trade, 
and  fecures  the  Revenue  ;  could  we,  I  fay, 
have  the  leaft  Chance  to  be  always  bled  with 
the  Adminiftration  of  a  Gentleman  whofe 
Worth  is  fo  well  known,  ofte  whofe  Skill  and 
Penetration  in  Foreign  Affairs,  is  equal  to  his 
Frugality,  Oeconomy  and  Prudent  Manage- 
ment of  the  Revenue  at  Home:  In  a  word, 
one  whofe    Hands  and    Heart  are  equally  ur.- 

corrupted,  were   fuch   a  M never   to  be 

taken  from  us,  our  Anxieties  for  our  Liber- 
ties would  be  vain  and  fruitlefs  ;  but  as  the 
beft  of  Men,  as  well  as  the  word,  are  mc 

D  2  and 
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and  that  Death  fweeps  away  the  Patriot  as 
well  as  the  OpprefTor ;  it  behoves  us  to  be 
cautious,  for  fhould  over-grown  Power  ever 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  a  wicked  Man  who  would 
at  all  Hazards  endeavour  to  enflave  the  Na- 
tion, how  deplorable  were  our  Condition  then, 
and  how  certain  our  Ruin  ? 

I  think  therefore  fince  this  is  the  Cafe,  we 
ought  to  curb  our  Inclinations,  and  not  gratify 
ourfelves  in  the  Pleafure  we  muft  all  doubt- 
lefs  feel,  in  furrendring  our  Liberties  as  well 
as  Eftates,  to  the  Difcretion,  even  of  that 
excellent  Perfon  who  is  now  at  the  Head  of 
Affairs,  for  we  are  not  fure  that  when  he  is 
taken  off  from  amongft  us,  the  Perfon  that 
fucceeds  him  in  Poft  may  inherit  his  uncom- 
mon Virtues.  We  mould  therefore  be  inex- 
cufable  to  Posterity,  if  we  did  not,  to  our  ut- 
moft  oppofe  every  Extenfion  of  Excife  Laws; 

for  by  them  every   future  M r   who   fhall 

be  at  the  Head  of  the  T y  will  be  in- 
verted with  Powers,  that  may,  if  an  ill  ufe 
mould  be  made  of  them,  make  the  Nation 
tremble. 

The  vaft  increafe  of  Excife-men,  which  muft 
be  the  Confequence  of  this  Scheme,  will  en- 
able him  not  only  to  influence,  but  even  to 
fway  and  direct  in  all  Parts  of  England^ 
Elections  for  Members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  this  is  one  ufe,  which  in  Times  to 
come  a  bad  Minifter  will  certainly  make  of 
this  Power  •,  and  few  Men  of  the  lower  De- 
gree in  Life,  (of  which  fort,  Electors  in  mod 
of  the   Boroughs  in   England    chiefly   confifty 

will 


will  have  Refolution  enough  to  oppofe  it ; 
efpecially  as  they  will  foon  find  the  Confe- 
quence  of  fo  doing,  will  certainly  be  to  draw 
down  upon  themfelves  the  heavieft  Load  of 
Opprefiions,  Exciles  are  full  fraught  with  •,  for 
in  moft  Corporations  that  fend  Members  to 
Parliament,  it  will  appear,  that  fhou'd  Wines 
and  Tobacco  be  added  to  the  Number  of 
Goods  already  Excifed,  thofe  would  be  by  far 
the  Minority  who  would  be  free  from  this  In- 
fluence ;  and  even  of  thofe  who  mould  be 
free  from  it  in  their  own  Perfons,  the  much 
greater  Part  will  have  fome  near  Relation  or 
Friend,  whofe  Prefervation  they  are  very 
deeply  concern'd  in,  under  the  lafh  of  thefe 
Laws,  and  their  Danger  may  influence  fuch 
Perfons  as  itrongly  as  their  own  ;  let  us 
then  Tremble  at  the  Mifchiefs  fuch  a  Power 
as  this,  mould  it  ever  devolve  into  the 
Hands  of  a  wicked  and  corrupt  Minifter, 
may  do  •,  but  let   us  farther  confider,   that 

If  Wine  and  Tobacco  fhould  this  Year  be- 
come fubject  to  the  Excife  Laws,  we  may 
depend  on  a  further  Extenfion  of  them  the 
next,  and  when  the  Excife  mail  have  become 
General,  as  it  muft  and  will  infallibly  do  in 
a  few  Years,  from  the  conftant  Addition  of 
one  Branch  of  Trade  after  another  to  its  Do- 
minion,  what  ufes    may  not  an    Evil  M r 

make  of  the  unlimited  Power  a  General  Ex- 
cife will  give  him,  if  it  fhould  be  the  Misfor- 
tune of  Englifomen  to  fee  fuch  a  one  inverted 
with  them  ;  I  ask,  Can  we  in  fuch  a  Cafe 
even  hope  not  to  be  erjflav'd?  For  if  a  Gene- 
ral 
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ral  Excife  puts  it  in  fuch  a    M r*s  Power 

to  fupply  his  Occafions  with  Money  to  pay 
the  Army,  and  defray  the  other  Expences  of 
his  Evil  Adminiftration,  without  the  Help  of  a 

Parliament,  can  we  expect  fuch  a  M r  will 

ever  defire  a  Parliament  ihould  be  called ; 
not  a  free  One  we  may  be  fure  for  his  own 
Safety,  and  if,  to  falve  Appearances,  he  fhaJl 
be  willing  to  let  fomething  in  the  Shape  of 
One  now  and  then  come  together,  it  will  be 
only  fuch  a  One  as  will  do  more  harm  than 
good,  and  rather  Ratify  his  Oppreflions  than 
attempt    to    Remove    them.      Thefe  are   the 

ufes  a  wicked  M r  (Ihould  it  ever  be  the  ill 

Fate  of  England  to  fee  fuch  a  one  in  Powerj 
will  mod  certainly  make  of  a  General  Ex- 
cife,  and  let  no  Man  deceive  himfelf,  for  a 
General  Excife  will  be  the  certain  Confe- 
quence  of  fupinely  fuftering  an  Extenfion  of 
Excife  Laws,  gradually  to  creep  upon,  and 
overfpread  our  Trade  by  flow  Degrees,  it  will 
at  lair  totally  eclipfe  the  Trade  and  Liberties 
of  the  Nation,  and  nothing  but  Darknefs  and 
Confufion  can   enfue  from  it. 

I  cannot  Coubt  but  the  Dangers  our  Liber- 
ties will  be  expos'd  to,  mould  the  Evil  we 
dread  actual  J  y  befal  us,  will  warm  every  good 
Enghfhman  into  a  generous  and  brave  Oppofi- 
tion  to  this  pernicious,  this  deftructive  Scheme; 
the  certain  Effects  of  which  will  be  to  deprive 
us  of  the  Benefits  of  the  Glorious  Revolution, 
by  which  we  broke  into  the  Lineal  Defcent  of 
the  Crown,  and  rather  chofe  to  drive  away  a 
King  whole  Title  to  the  Crown   was  indifpuc- 
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able,  than  become  Slaves,  what  it  has  cod 
this  Nation  to  fupport  that  necefiary  Step  and 
to  maintain  the  Proteftant  Succefilon,  in  the 
prefent  molt  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Hanover  (in 
which  may  it  for  ever  continue^,  let  the  tre- 
mendous Weight  of  Debt  under  which  the* 
Nation  Labours,  declare  ;  and  if  our  An- 
ceftors  have  fo  feely  bled  to  fupport  this 
happy  Eftablifhment,  let  us  not  draw  their 
Blood  upon  us  and  our  Children,  by  frustrat- 
ing our  Pofterity  of  what  they  fo  bravely  pur- 
chas'd  for  us. 

I  will  now  juft  add  a  few  Confiderations 
more  on  this  Scheme,  as  it  affects  the  Pro- 
perties of  Englifhmen,  not  that  I  think  that 
neceflary  to  enhanfe  the  Deteftation  a  free 
People  mud  neceflarily  have,  for  a  Project 
which  may  prove  fo  deftru&ive  of  their  Li- 
berties, and  will  at  once  deprive  fo  many  of 
his  Majefties  Loyal  Subjects  of  the  Immuni- 
ties ftipulated  for  them  by  Magna  Cbarta,  that 
great  Title  Deed  of  our  Liberties  as  well  as 
Properties,  and  which  having  been  obtain'd 
for  us  by  the  glorious  Struggles  of  our  Fore- 
fathers, it  is  our  indifpenfible  Duty  to  hand 
down  entire  and  unblemifh'd  to  our  lateft  Po- 
fterity. 

I  cannot,  I  think,  give  my  Reader  a  bet- 
ter Notion  of  the  State  of  his  Property  un- 
der Excife  Laws  than  by  tranfcribing  one  or 
two  Paragraphs  out  of  a  Pamphlet  printed 
about  twenty  feven  Years  ago,  intitled  Re- 
marks on  the  horrible  OppreJ/ions,  Infolencies,  and 
Unjujlifiable  Practices  of  the  Commiffwners  of  Ex- 
cife .- 
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cife  :  The  Author  of  which  gives  an  Account 
of  ftme  Matters  of  Fact  which  happened  at 
that  Time,  which  are  of  fuch  a  Nature  as 
would  make  a  Man  tremble  at  the  word  Ex- 
cife, and  which  we  have  no  other  Security 
fhall  not  again  come  to  pafs,  when  Excifes 
are  general,  but  the  general  Character  of  the 
Gentlemen  in  that  Com  million,  of  whom  I 
mall  be  ready  to  entertain  as  good  an  Opi- 
nion as  the  Nature  of  their  Office  will  per- 
mit me,  till  fome  Facts  fhall  be  made  out  in 
Oppofition  to  that  good  Opinion,  which,  as 
Gentlemen,  they  are  entitled  to:  But  it  is  not 
in  my  Opinion  any  Argument  to  fay,  Have 
the  prefent  Commiffioners  of  Excife  lately 
done  any  Act  of  Oppreflion  or  Injuftice  ?  It 
is  enough  to  fay,  They  have  it  in  their  Power  ; 
and  I  think  I  ought  to  hold  my  Property  on  a 
better  Tenure  than  the  bare  Humanity  and 
good  Nature  of  any  Man  upon  Earth  :  But 
to  return  to  my  Author  •,  after  he  has  fpoke 
of  the  Spencer's,  and  Gave/ton's  of  former 
Times,  who  abufed  the  Law  and  Favour  of 
their  Prince,  in  illegal  Executions,  Bribe- 
ries and  Corruptions,  and  at  laft  fell  a  Sa- 
crifice to  the  Juftice  of  the  Nation,  proceeds 
to  mention   Excife  as  follows. 


"  The  Extortions,  Oppreffions,  and  Par- 
"  tialities  now  before  us,  as  they  are  not 
"  Inferior  to  any  that  have  gone  before 
"  them,  in  the  Villainy  of  the  Practice,  or 
"  Magnitude  of   the  Wrong,   fo    thev   have 

' "  this 
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44  this  more  fatal  Difafter  in  them,  that  the 
'**  injured  Subject  is  lock'd  up  by  the  Law 
"  without  Appeal,  to  be  judg'd,  try'd,  and 
44  condemn'd,  by  the  very  Parties  who  con- 
44  federated  againft  him,  and  when  he  ap- 
44  peals  from  them,  he  only  appeals  to  them9 
*l  for  he  finds  his  Adverfaries  upon  the  Bench 
44  of  Appeal,  ready,  and  God  knows,  how 
44  impower'd  to  fway  and  determine,  the 
44  Caufe  as  they  pleafe. 

44  The  Evidence  in  thefe  mock  Trials,  is 
44  always  the  Perfon  that  contrives  the  Ac- 
44  cufation,  who  having  formed  the  Plot  a- 
44  gainft  an  Innocent  Man,  obtains  half  the 
44  Spoil  by   fwearing. 

"  The  Cafe  is  then  brought  before  the; 
"  Commiffioners,  who,  in  Concert  and  Con- 
"  federacy  with  the  Indigent  Wretch  thac 
44  Swears,  hear,  judge,  and  try  the  Caufe 
"  beforehand,  and  Condemn  or  Acquit,  as 
u  the  Market  can  be  made. 

cc  Thus,  no  Man's  Eftate  is  fufe  •,  but  the 
"  Property  and  Induftry  of  the  Subjecl  is 
"  deflroy'd  by  infinite  Corruptions,  Partia- 
*'  lities,  and  abominable  Practices,  to  the 
41  Shame  and  Reproach  of  Juftice,  Scandal 
44  of  a  well  order'd  Government,  encourag- 
44  ing  of  all  forts  of  Briberies  and  Perjuries, 
44  and  the  Ruin  of  a  multitude  of  Honeft 
44  Families,  that  fall  into  the  mercilefs  Handa 
44  of  lawlefs  Thieves  and  Invaders. 

E  "  And 
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"  And  which  is  ft  ill  more  wonderful,  all 
this  is  praclifed,  under  the  Authority,  and 
in  the  Name,  of  a  Government,  and  a 
Queen,  that  dcfires  none  of  her  Subjects 
mould  be  opprefs'd  •,  Her  Majefty  denies 
Juftice  to  no  Man,  nor  covets  any  Man's 
Property.,  much  lefs  would  permit  any 
Subject  commifflon'd  by  her  Authority  to 
opprefs  their  Fellow  Subjects. 


Thefe  were  the  Sentiments  which  prevailed. 
Seven  and  twenty  Years  ago,  concerning  Ex- 
cifemen  ;  and  when  we  confider  that  the  Mo- 
rals of  Mankind  are  not  greatly  mended  fince 
thofe  Days,  I  am  forry'it  does  not  give  us 
rpom  to  expect  any  very  great  Amendments 
in  the  Grievances  then  fo  feverely  felt  and 
complain'd  of. 


FINIS. 
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